
 
California International Studies Project 

at San Diego State University  
www.CISPisGlobal.org 

Recommended Books for Teaching Global Citizens: 
Resilience, Restoration, Rebuilding 

For Global Book Bags and Global Book Lists, go to: www.istep.sdsu.edu 
Book Title Author(s) Age 

Levels 
Summary Global 

Competence 
Indicator 

14 Cows for 
America 

Carmen Agra 
Deedy 

5-12 A Maasai man returns to Kenya 
from American and shares the 
story of 9-11. 

Empathize with 
others 

A Chair for My 
Mother 

Vera B. 
Williams 

6-10 After their home is destroyed by 
fire, a girl, mother, and 
grandmother save their change 
to buy a comfortable chair for 
everyone to enjoy. 

Assess options 
and consider 
the potential 
impact of 
planned 
actions 

A Little Peace Barbara 
Kerley 

5-10 Snapshots of peace from 
around the world 

Assess your 
options and 
consider the 
potential of 
planned 
actions 

Ada’s Violin: The 
Story of the 
Recycled 
Orchestra of 
Paraguay 

Susan Hood 8-12 This tells the true story about 
children who lived in poverty, 
but formed an orchestra with an 
innovative music teacher who 
created instruments from 
objects found in the landfill. 

Capitalize on 
available 
resources and 
partnerships 

Beatrice’s Goat Page McBrier 4-8 The true story of how one goat 
changed the lives of a young 
African girl who dreamed of going 
to school and her family. 

Empathize with 
others 
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Brothers in 
Hope: The Story 
of the Lost Boys 
of Sudan 

Mary 
Williams 

8-12 War breaks out in Sudan and a 
group of boys walk to find 
safety in Ethiopia and Kenya. 
Strong hearts and minds 
prevail. 

Act with 
respect for 
individual 
dignity, 
differences, 
and human 
rights 

Celebrations! Barnabas & 
Anabel 
Kinderly 

5-12 Festivals, carnivals, and feast 
days from around the world in 
photos and captions. 

Explore the 
world with 
curiosity 

Coat of Many 
Colors 

Dolly Parton 5-10 A mother makes a coat from 
rags for her daughter. Though 
she is teased, she loves her 
coat and sees richness in life. 

Keep an open 
mind 

Emmanuel’s 
Dream: The 
True Story of 
Emmanuel 
Osofu Yeboah 

Laurie Ann 
Thompson & 
Sean Qualls 

7-12 This is the story of a boy born in 
Ghana with only one strong leg 
who went on to prove that 
people with disabilities can 
make a difference. 

Recognize the 
value of each 
person in a 
global 
community  

Four Feet, Two 
Sandals 

Karen Lynn 
Willams & 
Khadra 
Mohammed 

7-10 Two girls living in a refugee 
camp find one sandal from a 
pair. They find each other and 
friendship despite their different 
backgrounds.  

Examine the 
perspectives 
and influences 
of others 

I am Peace: A 
Book of 
Mindfulness 

Susan Verde 7-12 Feeling worried and untethered, 
a child focuses on the present 
and becomes mindful. 

Explore the 
world with 
curiosity 

It Takes a 
Village 

Hillary 
Rodham 
Clinton 

5-8 What does it take to change the 
world? Everyone. 

Contribute to a 
better world 

Malala’s Magic 
Pencil 

Malala 
Yousafzai 

7-12 Malala tells her story of growing 
up in Pakistan and the many 
influences on her life as an 
advocate for girls, education, 
and peace.  

Contribute to a 
better world 

Mama Miti: 
Wangari 
Maathai and the 
Trees of Kenya 

Donna Jo 
Napoli 

7-12 Wangari grew up with respect 
for trees and the land. Later, 
she saw trees as opportunities 
to plant peace and encouraged 
women in her country to do so. 

Persist through 
challenges 
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Mama Panya’s 
Pancakes: A 
Village Tale from 
Kenya 

Mary & Rich 
Chamberlin 

5-10 While gathering ingredients for 
a pancake dinner, Mama and 
Adika invite many people to join 
them for dinner. Will there be 
enough food for all? 

Act and reflect 
individually 
and 
collaboratively 

Maddi’s Fridge Lois Brandt 5-8 Two girls play together and one 
learns that the other does not 
have much food at home. 

Act with 
respect for 
individual 
dignity, 
differences, 
and human 
rights 

My Librarian is a 
Camel 

Margriet 
Ruurs 

7-10 This nonfiction text shares 
stories about how books are 
brought to children around the 
world. 

 

My Name is 
Songoel 

Karen Lynn 
Williams & 
Khadra 
Mohammed 

7-10 Sangoel is Dinka and leaves a 
refugee camp for America. In 
his new U.S. school, he 
struggles to maintain his 
identity. 

 

My School in the 
Rain Forest: 
How Children 
Attend School 
Around the 
World 

Margriet 
Ruurs 

8-12 Learn about schools on ships, 
under trees, in a monastery or 
castle and more. From Malaysia 
to the U.S. to Guatemala, 
schools are similar and 
different. 

Keep an open 
mind 

My Very Own 
Room 

Amada Irma 
Perez 

6-10 A young girl is determined to 
make a room for herself after 
sharing with siblings while living 
with little. (Spanish & English) 

 

Nelson Mandela Kadir Nelson 7-12 The story of Nelson Mandela’s 
life and his fight for peace and 
freedom for all South Africans. 

 

Off to Class: 
Incredible and 
Unusual Schools 
Around the 
World 

Susan 
Hughes 

8-12 This book features a collection 
of school profiles that present 
different, uncommon, and 
interesting ways to educate 
children. 
 

Examine the 
perspectives 
and influences 
of others  
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One Green 
Apple 

Eve Bunting 7-10 Farah goes on a field trip with 
her class and feels alone 
because of her limited English, 
but learns that she does belong. 

Identify and 
suspend 
assumptions 
and 
judgements 
 
 

One Hen: How 
One Small Loan 
Made a Big 
Difference 

Katie Smith 
Milway 

7-12 Living in Ghana, Kojo receives 
a small and buys a hen, which 
he turns into income, jobs, a 
business, and an inspiring 
story. 

Capitalize on 
available 
resources and 
partnerships 

Rachel Carson 
and Her Book 
that Changed 
the World 

Laurie Lawlor 7-10 The persistence of Rachel 
Carson shows in this story of 
her life, education, challenges, 
and passion for the natural 
world. 

Persist through 
challenges 

Stepping 
Stones: A 
Refugee 
Family’s Journey 

Margriet 
Ruurs 

8-12 The story of a family who flees 
their home, endures a refugee’s 
journey, and seeks a new place 
to live in peace is depicted in 
stones by a Syrian artist.  

Empathize with 
others 

The 
Banana-Leaf 
Ball: How Play 
Can Change the 
World 

Katie Smith 
Milway & 
Shane W. 
Evans 

8-12 After fleeing his home in 
Burundi, a boy learns how to 
survive in a refugee camp using 
what he knows from his home 
and his heart. 

Apply creative 
thinking and 
solve problems 

The Colour of 
Home 

Mary 
Hoffman 

5-8 Hassan moves from Somalia 
and starts school in the U.S. 
where he feels out of place. 
Eventually, he sees the color in 
his new home. 

Examine the 
perspectives 
and influences 
of others 

The Empty Pot Demi 5-12 A Chinese tale of an emperor 
seeking a successor, and the 
challenge he poses to children 
in his kingdom.  

Persist through 
challenges 

The Hugging 
Tree: A Story 
about Resilience 

Jill Niemark 7-12 This book tells the story of a 
tree struggling to survive and 
sustained by the natural world 
and the compassion of one boy. 
 

Persist through 
challenges 
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The Librarian of 
Basra: A True 
Story from Iraq 

Jeanette 
Winter 

7-12 When war comes to Basra, a 
librarian named Alia fears the 
library books will be destroyed. 
So she devises a plan. 

Apply creative 
thinking and 
solve problems 

The Lotus Seed Sherry 
Garland 

7-12 A grandmother flees her home 
in Vietnam with one treasure -- 
a lotus seed, which blooms as 
symbol of history and values. 

Examine the 
perspectives 
and influences 
of others 

The Name Jar Yangsook 
Choi 

5-8 Classmates try to help a new 
student from Korean find a 
name that fits.  

 

The Water 
Princess 

Susan Verde 7-12 Based on childhood 
experiences of model Georgie 
Badiel, this is one story about 
how people in Burkino-Faso 
gathered water each day. 

Act and reflect 
individually 
and 
collaboratively 

The Whispering 
Cloth: A 
Refugee’s Story 

Pegi Deitz 
Shea 

7-12 A young girl examines her life 
stories through the Hmong 
tradition of pa’ndau, or flowery 
cloth. 

Share ideas 
and context 
with diverse 
audiences 

Wangari’s Trees 
of Peace: A True 
Story from Africa 

Jeanette 
Winter 

6-10 Wangari returns to her home in 
Kenya after years abroad to find 
deforestation. She begins a 
planting revolution across her 
country despite challenges. 

Pose 
questions to 
better 
understand 
issues and 
perspectives  

What Do You Do 
With A Problem? 

Kobi Yamada 7-12 Problems can become 
overwhelming until you see the 
opportunity that exists within 
each problem. 

Keep an open 
mind 

Where Will I 
Live? 

Rosemary 
McCarney 

7-10 Photo essay shows children 
living in many different 
situations due to various 
circumstances. 

Empathize with 
others 

Wilma Unlimited: 
How Wilma 
Rudolph 
Became the 
World’s Fastest 
Woman 

Kathleen 
Krull 

8-12 The story of Wilma Rudolph 
who had polio as a girl and 
struggled to regain the use of 
her legs. With hard work and 
determination, she raced in the 
Olympics winning gold medals.  

Persist through 
challenges 
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